
BFHS CLASS OF 2020

MELISSA
KONKEL

NICKNAME:

LEMISSA

Duane and Lisa Konkel Sister Rebecca  (Age 12)

FFA, Drama Club, Yearbook Committee, Solo and Ensemble
(District & State)Volleyball,Big Foot Local Science and
Agriscience Fair, NHS Wisconsin/Upper Peninsula region
Junior Science and Humanities Symposium JSHS
competition, Big Foot Pioneers   4-H

The University of Wisconsin - Madison, majoring in
Microbiology & Dairy Science
I hope to play intramural volleyball at my university

Family:

Extracurriculars:

College plans:

My career path will have many options to choose from depending on the content areas I become passionate about. These include
being apart of research regarding cultured meat production, possibly being a muscle cell specialist regarding the production of
meat tissue, a microbiologist working with different cells or bacteria in the body or in dairy cattle to produce milk or
investigating bioremediation, along with veterinary medicine, more specifically large animal practices.

To the incoming freshman, and to any remaining high school student really, I would like to leave you with two pieces of advice.
One, take advantage of all the opportunities brought before you now. You can take elective classes in high school, without paying,
that could pertain directly to your future career or hobby or passion. Take advantage of that. As well… take advantage of the
moments you have now with your friends and family. When I was a freshman, I couldn’t wait to go off to college and be my own
person; be “free”, as some say, from the confines of high school life and childhood. However, as I am now almost at that point, I
realize all that I will be leaving behind and all that I regret not doing. Remember to appreciate your friends now...take advantage
of your time together. Cherish the memories you make with them, because they will last a lifetime. Don’t let the fear of not being
liked or accepted or “FOMO” stop you from doing fun and exciting things and enjoying your high school experience, as I let it do
for me. Take that next step, because before you know it… it’ll be gone.
My second piece of advice comes from Mary Lou Retton. “Optimism is a happiness magnet. If you stay positive, good things and
good people will be drawn to you.” I remember my sophomore year when I was taking AP World History, a subject I soon found I
was not the best at comprehending, my world seemed incredibly sad and bleak. I let it impact my time in high school and what I
remember of it. However, I soon realized, especially after reading this quote, that as long as I stayed positive and optimistic, good
things would always follow me and good people -- people who I am happy to call my friends today -- would follow too. Needless to
say, I did not do well on that ap test, but by staying optimistic, I got through it. I hope that you take your high school career in
stride, cherishing every moment you have and always try to stay positive because it is an experience like no other and one you
will never forget. I will dearly miss the halls of Big Foot High and all the great people I’ve met over the past four years, but the
memories will always be there. Take advantage and stay positive, class of 2024.

Successful, Favorite, Unforgettable.

My favorite teacher has easily been Mrs. Konkel, or my mother. Not only does she teach my favorite subject
area, but she’s always been there for me, both in school and at home. But if I didn’t have my mother, It would
hands-down be a tie between Mr. Raskin and Ms. Shapin.

Easily my mother’s chicken broth stuffing. Always reminds me of a good, hearty, homemade meal.

Long term career goals:

Advice to incoming freshman:

My senior year in three words:

Favorite teacher(s):

Favorite Comfort Food:

 


